
for 2 Sampler (Keyboards) and Drum Set
2023

marco doettlinger

multistability studies / DECAY

marco döttlinger�
abyssal zone music

marco döttlinger�

doett



Program-Note

In a dynamical system, multi-stability is the property of having multiple stable states in the 
system with their corresponding unstable states in between. 
My series of multi-stability studies attempts to apply this concept to rhythmic composition.
The form of presentation is a simple loop, whose tempo is constantly modulated, whereby figures 
that are initially experienced as stable can soon become less stable or even entropic and vice 
versa.

DECAY describes a continual slowing down. The choice of formal function was inspired by a 
residency in the summer of 2022 at Lake Neusiedl, whose water level was at a historic low.

written for HoME – House.Music.Europe. 
A three years long project co-founded by the Creative Europe Programme of the European Union.

DURATA ca. 12:30
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Instruments

- DRUM SET
Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Sizzle Ride Cymbal (21’’), Hihat
(all amplified)

- 2 KEYBOARDS (61 keys each: C2 – C7: midinote 36 - 96)
Samples for each key are produced in 48kHz samplingrate and are stereo (including panning). 
Feel free to use a sampler software of your choice or the provided Pure Data patches for each 
player (dont use ADSR envelopes, only very short release-durs (to avoid clicks) and loop sample 
for each key).

Technical Setup

PA witch 4 Fullrange-Speaker (& 1 (2) Subwoover)
2 Midi-Keyboards (with sampler software)
Microphones to amplify drums.
Clicktrack for all players.

Positions/Setup
Option 1 (frontal) Option 2 (quadrophonic)

   [1]    [2]      [3]    [4] (Speaker)   [1] [2]
     Keyb.1 Drumset Keyb.2    (Audience)

         Drumset
     (Audience)       Keyb.1   Keyb.2

Routing (quasi stacked stereo)    (Audience)
Keyboard 1: left=Speaker 1, right=Speaker 3
Keyboard 2: left=Speaker 2, right=Speaker 4 [4] [3]
Drums-Amplification: panning between Speaker 2-3

Routing
Keyboard 1: left=Speaker 4, right=Speaker 1

 Keyboard 2: left=Speaker 2, right=Speaker 3
Mix
In general not too soft. All 3 instruments even balanced.
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